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1) Approval of the agenda and of the minutes of the previous meeting 
 
The agenda was approved. The minutes of the previous meetings had already been approved 
via written exchanges. 
 
2) Nature of the meeting  
 
The meeting was addressed to members of the informal Green Public Procurement Advisory 
Group. The main purpose was to exchange information on GPP-related activities within the 
EU and to provide advice to the Commission on steps to support public authorities throughout 
Europe in greening their purchases. 
 
3) List of points discussed 
 
INFORMATION BY THE COMMISSION ON NEW POLICY DEVELOPMENTS – EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

(DG ENV) 
 

The Commission provided an update on several subjects: 

 

a. GPP Training toolkit revision and organisation of training activities 

The GPP training toolkit is being revised and updated; work is planned to be concluded by the 
beginning of March 2019. 

Once the update of the GPP training toolkit finalised, it will be translated into all EU 
languages. Then, 14 training programmes for procurers, of 16 hours each, are going to take 
place in 2019-2021, in countries with less experience with GPP. 

Compared to initial list of countries covered, already communicated in June 2018, the contract 
has been amended in order to cover 4 additional countries. 11 countries will be then covered 
(Croatia, Cyprus, Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Bulgaria, Estonia, Lithuania 
and Malta). 

 

b. Life cycle costing tool for GPP 

A first draft of the GPP LCC excel tool, only regarding computers, has been shared with the 
GPP advisory group mid-October 2018 and comments have been gathered. The final version 
of the pilot on computers is planned to be finalised by the end of 2018. It will be then decided 
whether or not to continue with the project and cover four additional product groups: 

• Indoor lighting 



• Outdoor lighting 
• Imaging equipment 
• Vending machines 

 

c. GPP NGOs Network 

33 participants from 17 countries are part of the GPP NGOs Network. In the past months 
proposals from NGOs for activities to increase the uptake of GPP have been gathered and the 
implementing phase of the project is currently ongoing. These activities (workshops, 
publication/translation of guidance documents, surveys and tender development, etc.) will be 
carried out until the end of the project in April 2019. The 2nd annual network meeting, which 
is also the final meeting of the project, is planned in Lisbon on 13 February 2019. 
 

d. Social procurement – workshops 

Commission DG GROW has awarded a contract to a consortium of social economy 
enterprises to organise a series of workshops on social procurement in fifteen Member States 
(SE, DK, NL, EL, FR, DE, IT, PL, LV, SK, CZ, HU, RO, HR, IE). They are also on the 
lookout for good practices on social PP and members of the group are invited to let the 
Commission know about any of them they are aware of. 
 

e. Social procurement – guide 

Commission DG GROW has carried out a procurement procedure and have finalized the 
evaluation of tenders, so should award and sign the contract before Christmas. This means 
that in all likelihood, the revision of the 'Buying social' guide should be completed in Q2/Q3 
2019. 
 

a. Professionalisation of public procurers 

Commission DG GROW is leading the work on the development of a European Competency 
Framework for public procurers, with the aim to elaborate a self-assessment tool to allow 
practitioners to determine their current procurement-related competency level and identify 
needs of improvement and training. If anyone form the group is interested in providing 
specific input concerning green and sustainable public procurement, he/she can write to 
GROW-PP-PROFESSIONALISATION@ec.europa.eu. 

 

UPDATE BY MEMBERS OF THE AG ON GPP-RELATED DEVELOPMENTS IN THEIR COUNTRIES AND 

ORGANISATIONS 
 
DG ENV summarised the main achievements and developments in different Member States 
since the last meeting in June 2018 and asked specific representatives to provide more details. 
 
The Netherlands presented the new Sustainable Public Procurement criteria webtool that they 
have recently developed. The webtool facilitate the use of SPP criteria, allowing for easy 
searching within the criteria documents and easy selection by the user of the desired 
environmental impact areas and ambition levels. The tool is currently being translated into 
English and it is upgradable, so also other languages or even other criteria-set could be added. 
The Netherlands also informed the group about the initiative "transform together" aiming at 



using purchasing power to make ICT sustainable and invited anyone interest to know more to 
contact them. 
 
(for more details, see the annex with the updates from the GPP AG members) 
 
USE OF ENERGY STAR IN GPP 
 
DG ENV presented an update on the use of Energy Star in green public procurement, 
following the expiration of the US-EU agreement on Energy Star, in February 2018. It was 
highlighted that some of the EU Energy Star specifications are outdated and the same apply to 
some reference to Energy Star present in EU GPP criteria. Possible alternatives tools available 
or under development, in particular under ecodesign and energy labelling, were also 
mentioned. 
 
Poland informed in more detail on which EU Energy Star technical specifications available 
on the EU Energy Start website are outdated, since a new version has been published by the 
US Energy Start programme. 
 
The members of the group asked the Commission to help clarify how to make reference to 
Energy Star in public procurement in the new context and the Commission replied that a new 
update on the topic will be sent as soon as new information is available. 
 
PRODUCT GROUPS FOR DEVELOPMENT 2018-2021 
 

DG ENV reminded that it has been agreed with JRC that they will revise/develop GPP criteria 
for 6 product groups in the next 5 years. This will include the revision of the criteria on 
Computers and Monitors, Road Transport and Office Buildings, which will be largely based 
on the existing criteria already developed under JRC lead. For at least two of these product 
groups, a shortened procedure should apply. The three other product groups must be decided, 
according to the advice of the group, at the latest by 15 December 2019. 

DG ENV also informed that, in view of the absence of uptake on this product group, in 
November 2018 it has been decided to discontinue EU Ecolabel criteria for computers, for the 
moment, and postpone to the next Commission the decision on its revision. Therefore, GPP 
criteria for this product group will be revised autonomously. 

 
UPDATE ON EU GPP CRITERIA UNDER DEVELOPMENT/REVISION 
 

DG ENV provided an overview on the overall criteria development with the work plan for the 
different product groups (see presentation). 

• Indoor cleaning services: revised criteria published on 24 October 2018 

• Road lighting: about to be published 

• Road transport: about to be published 

• Food and catering services (stakeholders consultation finalised – discussion 
within Commission still ongoing) 

• Data centres (3rd, and last, stakeholder – written – consultation about to be 
launched soon – publication planned by mid-2019) 



• Public space maintenance (3rd, and last, stakeholder – written – consultation 
about to be launched – publication planned by mid-2019) 

• Imaging equipment (2nd technical report in preparation – 2nd stakeholder 
consultation foreseen in February/March 2019) 

 
4) Next steps 
 
DG ENV announced that the next meeting of the group will take place in Budapest – 
Hungary, in connection with the international conference on public procurement the Public 
Procurement Authority is organising. It will be around the end of May-beginning of June. The 
precise date will be communicated as soon as defined. 
 
5) List of participants 
 

Country Organisation represented 

AT Federal Ministry of sustainability and tourism 

AT 
Inter-University Research Centre for 
Technology, Work and Culture - IFZ 

BE 
Wallonie – Departement for sustainable 

development 

DE Federal Ministry for the Environment 

DE German Environmental Protection Agency 

DK Danish Environmental Protection Agency 

EE Ministry of the Environment 

HU Public Procurement Authority 

HR Ministry of Environment and Energy 

IT Ministry of Environment 

MT 
Ministry for Sustainable Development, the 

Environment and Climate Change 

NL Ministry for Infrastructure and the Environment 



NL RWS Netherlands 

PO Public Procurement Office 

SE National Agency for Public Procurement 

SK Ministry of Environment 

SK Slovak Environment Agency 

SL 
Ministry of the Environment and Spatial 

Planning - Slovenia 

ICLEI ICLEI European Secretariat 

EC Joint Research Centre European Commission 

EC DG Environment, European Commission 

 


